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Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Donna Faragher 

DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION — RESPITE FACILITY — PORT HEDLAND 

721. Hon STEPHEN DAWSON to the Minister for Disability Services: 

I refer to the Disability Services Commission’s planned new respite facility in Port Hedland. 

(1) What is the value of funding to be provided for the new respite facility? 

(2) How many respite beds will be located at the facility? 

(3) How many beds will be funded by the DSC in each of the next four years? 

(4) How many other respite beds are funded across the Pilbara region and where are they located? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The provision of respite services is an important commitment of this government and we have been 
active in providing contemporary respite services. Since 2013, $11.75 million has been spent to 
construct five new purpose-built respite houses in Broome, Clarkson, Gosnells, Rockingham and York. 
These houses are highly valued and well utilised by people with disability, their families and carers. 

In addition to this significant investment, a further $2.8 million has been allocated for the building and 
fitout of the new facility in Port Hedland. The plan for the Port Hedland facility includes 
accommodation for up to seven people in a flexible configuration. 

(2) The Disability Services Commission is in the process of transitioning to the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme, which funds individuals rather than beds. The commission will provide funding in 
individual plans so people can purchase support in facilities such as the one being built in Port Hedland. 

(3)–(4) The Disability Services Commission does not fund beds; rather, it provides funding in individual plans 
to allow people to purchase the reasonable and necessary support they require. 
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